Serial No. 10/663,889 

Amendment Filed April 10, 2008 

Reply to Office Action Dated January 29, 2008 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This Listing of the Claims replaces all prior versions of Listings of the Claims in the 
present application. 

Listing of the Claims: 

Claims 1-21 (Canceled). 

Claim 22 (Currently amended): A vehicle having a support structure for a spare tire, 
the vehicle comprising: 

a first shell, the first shell including first and second end portions and a bottom portion 
extending at least partially between the first and second end portions, the first shell at least 
partially defining a spare tire storage chamber and including an opening providing access to 
the spare tire storage chamber, the opening being adjacent to the first end portion, and the 
bottom portion defining a first recess recessed region adjacent to the first end portion; 

a second shell extending outwardly from the first shell and to a distal end. the second 
shell defining a second recess recessed region adjacent to the distal end; and 

a support member adapted to support a spare tire, the support member being slidably 
positioned above the bottom portion and movable back and forth along a movement path 
from a first position in which the support member is substantially disposed within the first 
shell and a second position in which the support member is at least partially disposed outside 
the first shell and disposed at least partially inside the second shell, the support member 
including a lower interface surface configured to directly contact an upper interface surface of 
the bottom portion of the shell in sliding engagement as the support member is moved along 
the movement path, and a portion of the lower interface surface defining a flange: and 
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a locking member; 

wherein the flange is configured to selectively engage the first recess re e e s s ed-r -e g i on 
in the bottom portion of the first shell for substantially inhibiting sliding movement of the 
support member relative to the first shell along the movement path when the support member 
is at the first position, the flange is further configured to selectively engage the second recess 
rec e ss e d reg i on in the second shell for substantially inhibiting sliding movement of the 
support member relative to the first shell along the movement path when the support member 
is at the second position, the first shell and the support member define respective apertures 
which are aligned when the support member is at the first position, and the locking member is 
configured for selective insertion into the aligned apertures to inhibit sliding movement of the 
support member relative to the first shell. 

Claim 23 (Original): The vehicle of claim 22 wherein the locking member comprises 
at least one of a pin and a rod. 

Claims 24-27 (Canceled). 

Claim 28 (Currently amended): A vehicle comprising: 

a first shell at least partially defining a spare tire storage chamber, an opening 
providing access to the spare tire storage chamber, and a first recess region adjacent to the 
opening; 

a second shell adjacent to the first shell and defining a second recess reg i on and a 
third recess r e gion ; and 

a support member adapted to support a spare tire and comprising a flange , the support 
member being movable with respect to the first shell among a first position in which the 
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l e nt port i on of-the 




complementarity engages the first 



recess region , a second position in which the flange engag e ment - po rti on of the j iupport 
m e mb e r complementarity engages the second recess fegien, and a third position in which the 
flange e ngag e ment port i on - of - th e-s uppert - m e mber complementarity engages the third recess 



Claim 29 (Previously presented): The vehicle of claim 28 wherein the support member, 
when in the first position, is substantially disposed within the first shell and, wherein the 
support member, when in each of the second position and the third position, is at least 
partially disposed outside of the first shell and is at least partially disposed inside of the 
second shell. 

Claim 30 (Currently amended): The vehicle of claim 29 wherein the first shell includes first 
and second end portions and a bottom portion extending at least partially between the first 
and second end portions, the opening is adjacent to the first end portion, the bottom portion 
defines the first recess reg i on adjacent to the first end portion, the second shell extends 
outwardly from the first shell and to a distal end, and the second shell defines the second 
recess r e gion and the third recess region adjacent to the distal end. 

Claim 3 1 (Previously presented): The vehicle of claim 30 wherein the support member is 
slidably positioned above the bottom portion and is movable back and forth along a 
movement path, and wherein the support member includes a lower interface surface 
configured to directly contact an upper interface surface of the bottom portion of the first 
shell in sliding engagement as the support member moves along the movement path. 

Claim 32 (Previously presented): The vehicle of claim 31 wherein the lower interface surface 
of the support member is parallel with the upper interface surface of the bottom portion of the 
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■first shell when the support member is in each of the first position and the second position, 
and wherein the lower interface surface of the support member is inclined with respect to the 
upper interface surface of the bottom portion of the first shell when the support member is in 
the third position. 

Claim 33 (Previously presented): The vehicle of claim 31 wherein the vehicle further 
comprises a retention member fixedly attached to the first shell, the retention member 
configured to selectively interface a side portion of the support member and to permit sliding 
movement of the support member along the movement path with respect to the first shell, and 
being operative to limit movement of the support member with respect to the first shell in at 
least one direction substantially perpendicular to the movement path. 

Claim 34 (Previously presented): The vehicle of claim 33 wherein the retention member 
comprises at least one wheel. 

Claim 35 (Previously presented): The vehicle of claim 34 wherein said wheel is rotatably 
attached to the first shell and cooperates with the bottom portion of the first shell to 
therebetween receive a side section of the support member such that the wheel contacts the 
side section when the support member is at the first position for limiting movement of the 
support member with respect to the first shell in at least one direction substantially 
perpendicular to the movement path. 

Claim 36 (Previously presented): The vehicle of claim 30 wherein the second end portion of 
the first shell has an arcuate configuration corresponding to the curvature of the outer 
circumference of a spare tire. 

Claim 37 (Previously presented): The vehicle of claim 28 further comprising a locking 
member configured for selective insertion into aligned apertures in the first shell and the 
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support member when the support member is at the first position, wherein the locking 
member upon said insertion is configured to inhibit sliding movement of the support member 
relative to the first shell. 

Claim 38 (Previously presented): The vehicle of claim 37 wherein the locking member 
comprises at least one of a pin and a rod. 

Claim 39 (Canceled). 

Claim 40 (Previously presented): The vehicle of claim 28 being a pickup truck and further 
comprising a truck bed, the truck bed having a cargo-carrying floor, and the first shell and the 
second shell underlying the cargo carrying floor. 

Claim 41 (Currently amended): A pickup truck comprising: 

a truck bed having a cargo carrying floor; 

a support structure underlying the cargo carrying floor, the support structure 
comprising: 

a first shell at least partially defining a spare tire storage chamber, an opening 
providing access to the spare tire storage chamber, and a first recess feeessed- reg i on 
adjacent to the opening; and 

a second shell adjacent to the first shell and defining a second recess recessed 
regies and a third recess recessed region : and 

a support member adapted to support a spare tire and comprising a flange, the support 
member being movable with respect to the first shell among a first position in which the 
flange engages the first recess r e cess e d r e gion , a second position in which the flange engages 
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the second recess receded r e gion , and a third position in which the flange engages the third 
recess recessed region . 

Claim 42 (Previously presented): The pickup truck of claim 41 wherein the support member, 
when in the first position, is substantially disposed within the first shell and, wherein the 
support member, when in each of the second position and the third position, is at least 
partially disposed outside of the first shell and is at least partially disposed inside of the 
second shell. 

Claim 43 (Currently amended): The pickup truck of claim 42 wherein the first shell includes 
first and second end portions and a bottom portion extending at least partially between the 
first and second end portions, the opening is adjacent to the first end portion, the bottom 
portion defines the first recess r e c e ss e d r e g i on adjacent to the first end portion, the second 
shell extends outwardly from the first shell and to a distal end. and the second shell defines 
the second recess recessed region and the third recess recessed region adjacent to the distal 
end. 

Claim 44 (Previously presented): The pickup truck of claim 43 wherein the support member 
is slidably positioned above the bottom portion and is movable back and forth along a 
movement path, the support member includes a lower interface surface configured to directly 
contact an upper interface surface of the bottom portion of the first shell in sliding 
engagement as the support member moves along the movement path, and a portion of the 
lower interlace surface defines the flange. 

Claim 45 (Previously presented): The pickup truck of claim 44 wherein the lower interface 
surface of the support member is parallel with the upper interface surface of the bottom 
portion of the first shell when the support member is in each of the first position and the 
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second position, and wherein the iower interface surface of the support member is inclined 
with respect to the upper interface surface of the bottom portion of the first shell when the 
support member is in the third position. 

Claim 46 (Previously presented): The pickup truck of claim 44 wherein the vehicle further 
comprises a retention member fixedly attached to the first shell, the retention member 
configured to selectively interface a side portion of the support member and to permit sliding 
movement of the support member along the movement path with respect to the first shell, and 
being operative to limit movement of the support member with respect to the first shell in at 
least one direction substantially perpendicular to the movement path. 

Claim 47 (Previously presented): The pickup truck of claim 46 wherein the retention 
member comprises at least one wheel. 

Claim 48 (Previously presented): The pickup truck of claim 47 wherein said wheel is 
rotatably attached to the first shell and cooperates with the bottom portion of the first shell to 
therebetween receive a side section of the support member such that the wheel contacts the 
side section when the support member is at the first position for limiting movement of the 
support member with respect to the first shell in at least one direction substantially 
perpendicular to the movement path. 

Claim 49 (Previously presented): The vehicle of claim 43 wherein the second end portion of 
the first shell has an arcuate configuration corresponding to the curvature of the outer 
circumference of a spare tire. 

Claim 50 (Previously presented): The pickup truck of claim 41 further comprising a locking 
member configured for selective insertion into aligned apertures in the first shell and the 
support member when the support member is at the first position, wherein the locking 
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member upon said insertion is configured to inhibit sliding movement of the support member 
relative to the first shell. 

Claim 5 1 (Previously presented): The pickup truck of claim 50 wherein the locking member 
comprises at least one of a pin and a rod. 
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